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had to be taken in hand. A rough footbridge was completed on the i2th, and the Guides infantry were sent across to hold the bridgehead, but during the night the river again rose, washing the bridge away and leaving the Guides cut of! from the remainder of the force. A suspension bridge was then commenced, and took four days to complete.
Meanwhile, on the I3th, the Guides went beyond the bridgehead in order to burn certain villages which had beerj harbouring " snipers " engaged in firing on our working parties, and when about to return the battalion was attacked! by some 5000 tribesmen who had collected together OK hearing of its isolated position. For some time the situatior appeared critical, the enemy coming on in the most determined way, but the Guides splendidly upheld their reputation, and, moving as steadily as if on parade, slowly fough.1 their way back to their entrenchments and there came undei the shelter of the guns and troops posted on the left ban! of the river. Unfortunately the battalion Ibst its gallanl commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Battye. A smal reinforcement was sent across on rafts, as it was expected that the enemy would renew the attack during the night It later transpired that this was his intention, but the discharge of some star shells by a mountain battery sc alarmed him that he drew off, and no further molestatior was attempted.
While waiting for the bridge to be completed I was senl with a squadron of the nth Bengal Lancers and half c battalion of the Buffs to reconnoitre the left bank of the Panjkora up to Robat, being accompanied by that fine soldier and splendid horseman Roddy Owen. Wher hostilities first broke out Roddy was stationed at Quetta and like many other officers he at once applied for employ ment. As this was not given he asked for and obtainec ten days' leave, and of this he took advantage to join the Relief Force as a newspaper correspondent. When hi: leave expired the Simla authorities issued instruction: directing him to return to India, but Roddy contrived 01 one plea or another to stay where he was, and at last Siml; gave up the contest. He remained with the Force till th< conclusion of the campaign, and afterwards made a journeye latter could not be found, the formernce of opinionese little floats to prevent a capsize. The passage of rivers is also made on rafts of inflated skins supporting a frameworkiably two months' imprisc
